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HAERE MAI!
Nau Mai

Tena koutou katoa
Nau mai, haere mai, whakatau mai
 
Welcome back to all our returning students and staff. I trust you had a restful holiday and are refreshed to 
re-engage with the many teaching and learning opportunities that lay ahead. This year we welcome many 
new students and whanau who have come from all over the country and we know their educational 
experiences will be rewarding and successful while studying at Whangaroa College. I thank all those whanau 
for making Whangaroa College your school of choice and we welcome you all to our learning community.
 
Here at Whangaroa College we ensure our students develop a broad range of skills that will benefit them as 
they move into the real world. We have an unrelenting focus on academic, social and personal achievement 
as this has the potential to unlock a plethora of pathways for students to explore. In addition, having a range 
of foci provides students with an ability to access the wider curriculum with confidence. We also provide 
opportunities to ensure a life-balance through participation in sports, the arts and culture. Numerous students 
arrive at the College with aspirations to become an elite sportsperson in their chosen discipline. However, I 
remind them that it is necessary to have a backup plan for when the mind and body no longer meet the high 
demands required to stay at the top of their game. This back-up plan is education.
 
Our students are also encouraged to embrace our school values of Respect, Responsibility, Commitment, 
Perseverance and Tikanga Maori. By following these values, coupled with our focus on academia, 
Whangaroa College aims to ensure all learners are equipped with the skills to achieve their full potential, and 
positively contribute to society.
 
Whangaroa College continues to provide a culturally responsive learning environment where the values of 
Hei Oranga are embedded throughout the College, whanau and wider community. This philosophy promotes 
confidence in our students as they attain higher levels of engagement and achievement through the 
development of sound communication, shared learning and positive relationships. Hei Oranga is a 
combination of elements gathered from a range of externally provided professional development 
opportunities that the school has participated in over the past six years- in particular Ka Hikitia, Te 
Kotahitanga, Kia Eke Panuku, He Kakano, Tataiako, Starpath, and PB4L.
 
In 2018, we introduced a new management structure to support our new curriculum direction and Project 
Based Learning kaupapa. All these initiatives worked extremely well and we noticed an increase in student 
attendance, focus and engagement. We aim to build on this success and welcome you all to be part of the 
conversation moving forward.
 
As always, I invite you to become involved in the many activities Whangaroa College offer throughout the 
year; your participation is gratefully appreciated.
 
I look forward to catching up with you all throughout the year.
 
Nga mihi nui o te tau hou
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Jack Anderson
Principal



Director of Engagement

A M B E R  D A V I D S O N

DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS
AMANDA  FERRIS

Welcome back whanau! There were a lot of 
changes last year and our students really 
stepped up to the challenge despite the 
uncertainty of it all. Whilst we have reviewed and 
adapted from last year, this year is more around 
consolidating our structure and curriculum.
 
BOOM!  What an explosion of new enrolments 
we have had in the last 2 weeks. 38 new & 
returning students so far. We have 21 from our 
local primary schools, 5 returning students,  9 
from other Auckland and Northland areas and 
even 3 from Australia. A huge welcome to all of 
you to our beautiful kura.
 
One of my big roles is communication and 
getting information to students, whanau and the 
community. Our newsletters were a huge success 
thanks to the talents of Ms Robyn Grey, and will 
continue this year. These will be sent home with 
students every fortnight, as well as a copy put on 
our school website whangaroacollege.school.nz 
and school facebook page. Our "Keep Informed" 
section on the last page highlights all of our 
media platforms.
 
We are all looking forward to an exciting and 
fulfilling year at Whangaroa College. 
 
Please tautoko us in anyway you can. There are 
numerous ways to help; Breakfast Club, being a 
part of the Whanau Focus Group, sports 
coaching, and helping with school trips are a 
few. 
 
Nga mihi

What a milestone!! The Board of Trustees and our Whanau Focus Group have put 
tentative events and times in place and these will hopefully be confirmed over the 
next few weeks. We have already had interest and support to organise this event 
which is just fantastic. 
 
There is a Whanau Focus Group meeting next week (see details on last page) 
which part of that will be discussing the Jubilee. Everyone is welcome to attend. If 
you can't make it then please email me at af@whc.school.nz or leave a message 
at the school office, and I will contact you when our 50th Jubilee meeting will be. 
 

Kia ora, my aims for this year are to get all our students energised and excited to contribute to our school and wider 
community.  Each week we will  be asking students to participate in House Group competitions, learn about our key school values 
and explore possible future career choices. It is really important that our students are engaged in school and take every possible 

opportunity to experience new things and figure out what they want to do when they leave.
 

Once again I will be running the Whanau/House competition. Each fortnight at assembly the Whanau Group with the most points 
wins the award – points are awarded based on Whanau Group competitions, student attendance, student achievement, uniform, and 

being nominated for Student of the Week. These points will also accumulate and help towards the end of year Whanau House 
Trophy and individual top student prizes.

 
An important part of my job is also to work with students to resolve conflict through a restorative process. Everyone has raruraru 
and sometimes we act in a way that is not so positive towards others. My role is to help students navigate through a process that 
allows them to make amends for any wrongdoing on their part by meeting those who they have harmed. The restorative process 

takes longer than a punitive model, but it has much longer lasting outcomes. Restorative practice is a school wide initiative and all 
our teachers work with students to help them better manage their behaviours and actions towards others.

It is our 50th Golden Jubilee this year. 

Ms Amanda Ferris



LEANNE  DONALDSON Director of Well-being
Kia ora, it is awesome to be back at school with our lovely students, who have returned safe and well, ready to start another 
busy year of learning.  We also welcome a large number of new students who are adjusting nicely in our school community.
 
Last year the R Tucker Thompson Trust very generously hosted six of our students on week long voyages through the Bay of 
Islands. They learned about navigation, orienteering, sailing and team building.  This year I am keen to get as many students 
involved as possible to build confidence and leadership qualities. The program is available for all youth aged between 13 -18 
years old.
 
A big thank you to the Whanau Focus Group who will continue to run our Breakfast Club this year and also organise the Fruit in 
School initiative.  Our students can share a breakfast of toast, weetbix, milo and fresh fruit each morning to set them up for the 
day.
 
The students at Whangaroa College are fortunate to have access to a range of outside agencies and groups who support their 
learning and general well-being. As well as our Guidance Counsellor, Raewyn Cairns Cowan, Te Runanga o Whaingaroa offers 
the services of Social Workers in School. Our Public Health Nurses Tracey and Ruby will continue to run a clinic at the school. 
Students can access advice, contraception and the morning after pill and general health and well-being advice. 
 
Forms have been sent home for the Year 7/8 students with information regarding the Northland District Health Board School 
Immunisation Program which will be held at the school during April, the date has yet to be confirmed, however forms need to 
come back asap.
Consent forms for all Year 9-13 students have been sent home for the Meningococcal W Vaccination Programme which will be 
held at the school on Tuesday the 26th of February.  This is free to all students so if you are interested in getting your whanau 
immunised, these need to be returned asap.
 
Ngati Kahu Social and Health Services are available to support students who are struggling with engaging with their 
learning. The program has mentors that meet regularly with students.  They set goals, work through problems and teach a 
range of coping strategies that guide the students to make the right choices. 
Te Roopu Kimiora (Kerikeri) Child Youth Mental Health and Alcohol and other Drugs Services support students, whanau and 
caregivers who are dealing with mental health issues including depression, suicide and eating disorders. 
Claire Forrest (Northland District Health Board), works for the Imoko program. She is available at school every Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday to swab throats and check for skin rashes, impetigo (school sores), cuts and wounds that need 
dressing and other minor health issues.  She can also request and collect prescriptions when required.
Cyril Heta runs the the Rubicon Program which is an alcohol and/or other drug, mental health and physical health service for 
young people, 11 to 19 years old.  This involves mentoring, educating, goal setting and drug testing during weekly meetings.
Dallas Mapp - RTLB (Resource Teacher of Learning & Behaviour) works closely with students who have either learning or 
behavioural issues, assessing, planning and advising both teachers and students.  She also supports with referrals and 
funding applications.
Smoking Cessation program will continue to be facilitated by Cara Epiha. Cara works one-on-one with students, to support 
them weekly with resources and/or meetings, to reduce smoking with the commitment to quitting.  She is also based at Te 
Runanga o Whaingaroa.
 
All of these wonderful services are available to Whangaroa College students and are referred through either Leanne 
Donaldson, Director of Well-being or Raewyn Cairns Cowan, Guidance Counsellor. Should you have any queries or concerns 
please feel free to contact us on 09 4050199.
 
Nga Mihi
Leanne Donaldson

DIRECTOR OF TEACHING & LEARNING
Ben O'Donnell

Kia ora, through my role as Director of Teaching & Learning, my aim is 
to improve the outcomes for all students here at Whangaroa College. 
 
Students will learn skills to set them on the path to be successful. The 
recent changes to our curriculum are designed to get the most out of 
students. I will promote the use of teaching and learning processes that 
will enable students to achieve to their full potential, setting 
teachers/students challenging targets and then monitoring the 
performance of teachers and students to ensure those targets are met.
 
Each day, the Junior Students study English and Mathematics. They 
also rotate around Te Reo Maori, Physical Education, and Health 
throughout the weeks. In the afternoons, the Year 7-9 students join our 
Pod learning system and get to experience integrated learning in each 
pod. This rotation plan has been put in place so that these students are 
able to make informed choices as to which pathway best suits them, 
for when they join the senior school.
 
 

Senior students select three subject specific modules for the morning 
sessions. They select these after academic conversations with the 
Careers Advisor and myself. They also select a Learning Pod for a 
semester. There are four Pods to choose from; Creative industries, 
Social and Community Services, Primary industries, and Services and 
Retail Services. Trade Academies are also offered to students dependent 
on their career pathway.
 
All Students also take part in Project Day. This provides an opportunity 
for all students to change or improve themselves, the school or the 
community by working with people who are passionate about change. 
Teachers are part of the projects in a supervisory role but it will be the 
students of Whangaroa College who will be responsible for concepts and 
implementation.
 
Looking forward to a great year!
 
Matua Ben
 



  WHANAU GROUPS
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In Semester 1 the Social and Community Pod will be 
delving into the history of the tobacco industry in New 
Zealand and finding out just how much damage this 
industry has caused New Zealanders over the past 
century.
Students will look at health statistics and find out exactly 
who is being most affected by smoking cigarettes. We will 
also be looking at how society’s attitude towards tobacco 
has changed since the early 1900s. The class will learn 
about the marketing strategies used by tobacco 
companies to persuade people to consume one of the 
unhealthiest products ever made. We will then look at 
how Smokefree and Quitline are working in our 
communities to help us make better choices for our 
ongoing health.
The senior students will then work on their own media 
campaign. They will learn to construct billboards to place 
in our local area and display advertisements they have 
created to promote being smoke free by 2025.
The junior students will work towards creating a moving 
image montage using still frames and music to convince 
people to go smoke free.

The Service Pod have made a few changes this 
year. Semester One will see all year levels looking 

at Hospitality and Catering. Students will learn 
how to create dishes that can be made for 

individuals and catering for larger numbers. The 
Junior classes will also demonstrate health and 

safety practices when handling food, nutrition for 
specific groups and the ability to transform recipes 

into their own creations. 
The senior class have been given the opportunity 

to participate in the QRC (Queenstown Resort 
College) Trades Academy which will run every 

Friday in Paihia. They will learn about working in 
the Hospitality industry, Barista training and 

customer service.  

Creative
Industry

PODSS
e
m
e
st
e
r 
O
n
e Learning

For Semester 1, Creative Arts are 
exploring the elements of clothing design 
and incorporating that with our Trash to 
Flash event (in Term 2), for both juniors 
and seniors, Some of our seniors have 

also been coaching the juniors in Drama 
and Stage Performance and the others are 

now focused on Visual Art & Design.

This class is well attended with 29 students in the junior 
area focusing on learning about embryology and 

incubation. Eggs will be hatched and students will have a 
hands on opportunity to learn about raising chickens. 
Further along in this term some hands on learning in 

growing and producing food will be started.
The seniors, 10 students, are learning how to set up and 
then monitor their own hydroponic system. This involves 
problem solving and analyzing. The production of lettuce 
and spinach is the planned outcome. This will lead into 

some outdoor garden preparation and growing. The senior 
Pod covers credits from Level 1 to Level 3 in Horticulture.

Students with already a focus on Trades are being enrolled 
where possible in the Trade of their choice which usually 

takes them out of the school for one day a week.



FIRST AID

 
 

Tuesdays & Thursdays 
Last Break ONLY

Must order before 2nd break
Nachos, sour cream and corn 

chips
Nacho mince. extra filling $1:00

 
Monday, Wednesday and Fridays
Burgers $5:00 -Beef-chicken-fish

Toasted Sandwich 2 fillings $3:00 
- Cheese, ham, sweetcorn, chicken, 

salami
Salads /Sandwiches $5:00 each - 

(Lettuce, tomatoes, carrot, 
cucumber, cheese), choice of ham, 

chicken or canned tuna.
 

Every Day Last Break
whole pizza 3 toppings $10:00

Monday-Friday
All breaks

All Pies $3:00
Cheese Sausage Rolls $3:00

¼ Pizza Slice $2.50
Chicken Drumstick Marinated 

$2.00
Ice Creams $2:00

Frozen Yogurt $1:00
Moosies $1:20

Frozen Juices $1:50
Fruit Drinks $1:00

Nippys Flav Milk $2:50
Brownies $1:50

Cookie Slice $1:50
Mini Cookies $0.50c

On the 1st Monday before school started, 13 senior 
students and our staff trained for their 1st Aid 

Certificate. Most staff worked towards renewing their 
certificate and the seniors worked towards credits. 

The course was full on with a lot of theoretical work, 
and 3 hands on practicals. The practicals were 

engaging & thought provoking, with fake blood and 
serious injuries to assess and treat. Well done to all 

involved... we all passed!

Fruit in Schools

Tuck Shop Menu
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Hospitality Room - 

Before school

Weetbix, toast, fresh fruit and a 

warm milo are available.

Whangaroa College is now enrolled with the Fruit 
in Schools programme. Each week we will receive 
boxes of apples, oranges, bananas and kiwifruit. 

These will be available from the Breakfast Club as 
well as the front office. Students are able to obtain 

these during the breaks.

Open 5 days a week
Club

WHC



KEEP INFORMED

https://www.whangaroacollege.school.nz

/whangaroacollege/

SCHOOL: 
https://goo.gl/zJGZWw 

Tuesday 5 March - School Athletics Day
Thursday 14 March - Northland Secondary School 
Athletics.
Wednesday 27 March - Otago University visit
TBC (March) - Auckland Arts Festival
Wednesday 3 April - School Swimming Sports
Friday 12 April - ANZAC school service, lat day of Term 1
 
Sports in Term 1:  Ki o Rahi Y7/8, Bowls

COMING UP...

WEEK 5

WEEK 4:

TERM 1 UPCOMING EVENTS:

Monday 25 Feb - Friday 1 March

WEBSITE

FACEBOOK

APPS

PCSCHOOLS: Contact the 
school to connect to this app.

Thank you!
Whangaroa College would like to thank the 
Whanau Focus Group for their hard work and 
dedication to our school. During the school 
holidays, the group and associates revamped 
the foyer and the front of the whare.
Many thanks to Melissa and Henry Kool, 
Ritchie and Charlie Bruce, Paul Pilcher, 
Hayley Rhodes, Lesley Webb, Winnie 
Peihopa, Hone Heta and Anne Elliot.
 Saturday 23rd March

Kaeo Union Church grounds

2019 Wearable Arts Categories
 

Adult Section  - 18 + years
Bring on the glitz and glamour of a 

'A DAY AT THE RACES’ 
using recycled and upcycled materials.

 
Senior Section - 15 - 17 years
Travel 'AROUND THE WORLD'

 to inspire your wearable art piece 
using recycled and upcycled materials.

 
Intermediate Section - 11 - 14 years

Sky rocket your wearable art 
‘OUT OF THIS WORLD’ 

using recycled and upcycled materials.
 

Junior Section - 8 - 10 years
Transport yourself 
‘UNDER THE SEA’ 

with wearable art, using recycled and 
upcycled materials.

 
Mini Makers - 4 – 7 years

Create a wearable art piece related to 
the fun and excitement of 

'The Circus', 
using recycled and upcycled materials.

Saturday 
25th May

WHANAU FOCUS 
GROUP

Meeting
Thursday 21st February - 5pm

School Boardroom

All welcome to come along and share 
your ideas to help improve our school 

community.
Trash 2 Flash Wearable Arts

50th Jubilee

Monday 18 Feb - Friday 22 Feb
Catch-ups for Junior Assessments all week
Thurs 21/02 - Whanau Focus Group Meeting 

Tues 26/02 - Meningococcal vaccinations for Y9-13
Wed 27/02 - Senior Science Trip to Goat Island

Sign ups now happening for all Term 1 sports and our big teams 
sports - Basketball, Netball & Soccer. See whanau teacher asap 
to show your interest. If we do not get enough interest we will 

not be able to field teams! Get involved tamariki ma!
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The date and themes for the 
2019 Trash 2 Flash 

Wearable Arts have been 
set... Now get your creative 
juices flowing and design, 
gather and produce those 
amazing garments ready 

for the big night.
More information will 
follow over the next few 

months. 


