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You will see through the articles in this newsletter that
students have been involved in a wide range of learning
experiences as they continue to extend their knowledge and
understanding of important skills that will benefit them in the
future. 

Please join with me in thanking our staff and students for the
way they have supported each other after returning to school
from the Covid-19 lockdown. Staff and students deserve a
well-earned rest and they are looking forward to spending
quality time with family and friends over the holidays.  

Remember to continue with good hygiene practices such and
regular hand washing and if you do feel sick, then please limit
your contact with others to ensure they do not fall ill as well.
Be good to each other, be kind and I look forward to catching
up with you all in the very near future.

Nga mihi
Jack Anderson 

Kia ora koutou katoa

It has been a long term with some challenging conditions
but we have made it through! Students quickly settled back
into the routines of school after lockdown and it is pleasing
to see they continue to take advantage of the many
opportunities on offer here at the college.  Students have
embraced learning in the classroom, have been out on field
trips and our netball team is back in action! It was great to
see the girls come away with a win last weekend. With the
support of their coach Whaea LeeAnn Samuels and
support of staff, the girls worked hard and deserved their
well-fought win. 

Congratulations to all our students who continue to receive
a range of certificates and awards for positive contributions
to their learning and for reinforcing our positives values at
Whangaroa College. Although academia is a primary focus
here at the college, we also place great value on
developing social skills that empower students to contribute
to society and the broader world in a positive way.  

Kia ora whanau,

Finally it's the end of term and we can all get some much needed
rest and relaxation. It's been a surreal experience with going into
lockdown and then coming back to school, with loads of
conditions in place. All of our students have been exceptional with
their efforts in supporting the kaupapa and doing what was
needed to be done, like constant cleaning and social distancing. A
massive thank you to all of our students! 

As long as New Zealand stays vigilant in our efforts around
stopping the spread of Covid-19, we will be back to our normal
school schedule and practices next term. 

Thank you whanau for attending our PSTs last week. It was the
best turn out of parents/care-givers and students we have had in
recent years. This demonstrates the commitment we all have
together to improve student achievement. As always, there are
areas for improvement and we are enthusiastic to improve our
teaching and learning and communication for everyone. All
reports go home today with students. If your child was away, we
will post them early next week.

Have a great and safe holiday break!

Director of Operations
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Ms Amanda Ferris



This semester, staff, students and the wider
Whangaroa College community were faced with
overcoming the challenges presented by the
nationwide lockdown due to Covid-19. 
As a school, our top priority was ensuring that our
students were prepared as well as was possible.
Whether that meant providing them with learning
packs or organizing a device for them, empowering
our students to continue their learning was
paramount. We received amazing support from
whanau who encouraged our young people to work
hard with the resources they had and, from the staff
of Whangaroa College. 
I want to thank you all for the way that you supported
our tamariki. Since our students have returned from
lockdown, the majority of them have made a
concerted effort to ensure that they re-engage with
their learning. 
Those who were unfortunately unable to join us
online during for lockdown deserve special credit, as
many of them have been working extra hard. I look
forward to seeing everyone return after a restful
holiday to continue this hard work.

It has definitely been different running assembly
online and not handing out certificates in real life.
But we have managed to continue with keeping
students engaged in their learning and committing
to our four school values. This term, we also had
to make some changes to Whanau challenges –
and there was some excellent work done by the
juniors to keep earning those points for their
Houses.
The Uniform Exchange was once again up and
running with the cold weather setting in – there
was a huge need for warm jerseys and jackets to
borrow for the day. Great work to all those
students who have come straight into the office to
change their mufti to uniform. It is awesome to see
our students looking so good in the uniform.

As another busy term comes to a close, I am reflecting on the end of Covid-19 lockdown and our return to
classroom learning.

Due to the health and safety restrictions of Level 3 and then Level 2, the students and staff were required to be
flexible and take on board a whole new learning, teaching and playground environment. Both groups were
amazing and soon adapted to the new changes with commitment and perseverance.

Kia ora to our Whanau Focus group, who with the support of Anna Davis on  “porridge Wednesdays”, were
available to open the breakfast club again and set our students up for a busy day of learning.  Anna continued to
support our students as our full time Teacher Aide.
Also a huge shout out to Charlene and Norma in our school canteen. They facilitated the kai and kept both the
students and the staff supplied with delicious healthy food, snacks, burgers and the very popular fried rice dish.

During the last few weeks of term, our mentors from Ngati Kahu (Kaitaia), were able to reconnect with the
students and continue to provide guidance and support.
Our District Health Nurse Ruby also set up a clinic again, and immunisations continued as normal.

And finally, I am happy to say “bon voyage” to Ruby Valentina who will be our first student since Covid-19
lockdown tovoyage on the R Tucker Thompson during July. 

Ms Amber Davidson
Mr Ben O'Donnell
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During Semester 1, junior Creative Pod students learnt about
countries of the world. They explored the art, food, language and
other cultural facets of a different country each week. They then
presented their new knowledge in the form of colourful fact sheets.
As students repeated this task five times through their rotations,
they became expert fact gatherers. Their ability to retell and present
the information they found in an audience friendly way improved
exponentially. It was great to hear students speaking to each other
around the school in the language that they were learning that week
and I hope they continue to practice their multi-lingual greetings! 
Semester 1 in Creative Pod saw the senior students tasked with
devising their own dramatic piece. Keeping in mind the idea that
their audience was their peers, students decided to base their
drama piece around teenage stereotypes. And then
boom….Coronavirus hit! Their final play tells the story of students
being struck down by Coronavirus and subsequently turning in to
Zombies. Students had a lot of fun building their characters,
learning acting techniques and how to use the stage appropriately
to tell their story. Nervous to begin with, senior Creative Pod
students ended up confident and ready to take to the stage. 
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Our senior students completed a full course centred on coaching, training and conditioning
for an event. In Term One, the seniors created plans to coach our juniors in swimming and
running. We also planned to run the Swimming Sports event but Covid-19 crashed our
party. So, instead – our seniors came back after lockdown and trained themselves. They
kept logs of their work-outs and timed themselves running different tracks. And by the end
of the term, they completed a 6km run (the cross-country course) and had to do this under
a certain time to get their credits.
The junior students spent this term learning about health, nutrition and advertising. They
learnt all about the evils of sugar and how we can choose much better food sources for
healthier bodies. They also made some very good advertisements for fruits and vegetables
to encourage a healthy diet.
At the end of the term, the juniors also looked at the Black Lives Matter movement and
systemic racism in the Justice system, both in NZ and in the USA.

The Senior Primary Pod Year 10 to Year 13 students have
been preparing for the environmental restoration project and
Young Enterprise Scheme business, “Good Buy Possums”.
This has involved working with Thomas Hawtin from Kaitiaki
Whangaroa to learn about possum trapping.  So far we have
covered the health and safety aspects and the equipment
needed to trap possums humanely and safely. Next term
students will be trapping on some DOC administered land in
Whangaroa. The students have also made a business pitch to
a panel of business people as part of the YES program.

Students have also met with the Basically Bush agent, Scott
Candy, to whom they will be selling the possum fur that they
obtain.  The trapping will continue for the whole of Term
Three. At the same time, the students will be continuing their
YES business which is based around selling possum fur. The
business is an environmentally sustainable business which
aims to help to improve the environment by reducing possum
numbers and helping to bring back the bird song to our rohe.
The students intend to donate ten per cent of their profit to
Kaitiaki Whangaroa so that the organisation can buy more
traps for their trap library.

PRIMARY POD
CREATIVE POD

PRIMARY POD

 or guardianship of our environment and it’s natural 
resources, with teachers Whaea LeeAnn and Ms Donaldson.

The students learnt about the importance of conservation, protecting
our forests, waterways and supplies of naturally occuring kai. 

SENIOR POD:
All senior students were given the opportunity to complete
the Service IQ - Cookery 1  class where they learned to plan,
prepare and present a variety of foods including;   meat. fruit
and vegetables; egg and cheese dishes. They also developed
food handling and hygiene knowledge.
The national lockdown highlighted the impact a global
pandemic has on the Service Industry both nationally and
internationally.  

Service Pod
JUNIOR POD:
The focus for this term has been Kaitiakitanga -

P

O

D

S 
JUNIOR POD:
Puketi Forest visit

PRIMARY POD: Students getting an introduction to the Possum plucker.

Mrs Robyn Grey

Mrs Abbey O'Donnell Mrs Raewyn Cairns-Cowan

Ms Amber Davidson



A man appeared with a red food trolley. I wouldn’t say red though, but more of a deep rust instead. Lucy
scrambled back to the hedge, she could see he had some food piled high on his trolley, sliced avocado, freshly
baked bread with tomato, cucumber and lettuce sandwiches, and drinks that looked like coke in a white cup.

A door was suddenly visible, embedded in the hedge. The man with the red trolley knocked on the door harshly,
and a voice yelled, “who is it? come in!” The man with the red trolley opened the door fully, at that point, Lucy's
brain was flying like crazy, curious of what was inside. She checked her watch that her boss had given her to help
her track people. The man with the food trolley walked in, pushing it in front of him. Lucy decided this was her
chance to go in and become an assassin, It was now or never.

Lucy crouched down to her knees to get into a crawling position. She crept through the door and crawled along
the wooden floor. Her eyes stayed glued to the man with the red trolley. All she could think was that he walked like
Nathan Deakes. He walked back towards the door and used his left foot to close it. The way he kicked it, Lucy
could tell he was a football player. Her mind was wandering and she just needed to focus on the mission. 

The man grabbed some food and left the red trolley and moved towards a mysterious room, it actually looked more
like a prison cell! Who would want to live here? There were no windows, no excitement, just grayness all around.
Behind Lucy she heard a creaking sound. Something suddenly grabbed her. So much for being a stealth assassin.

As Lucy heaved her way through the dark hedge, her imagination whirled like an out-of-control merry-
go-round. There could be anything waiting on the other side. A TOP SECRET government spy base
patrolled by snarling watch dogs. An evil puffin’s secret hideaway rimmed with laser detectors and
booby traps. Or even a whole other world, like in the Narnia stories she’d just finished reading.

Not that she really, truly expected to find anything exciting on the other side. Stuff like that didn’t
happen in real life. But after a week of boring school holidays she was desperate for just a scrap of
adventure. It didn’t even have to be an actual adventure. If she found anything even mildly interesting,
her imagination could do the rest. Then the day would be exceptional.

Lucy barged ahead in a fury of flailing arms like she was swimming against a twiggy tide. Or wrestling
a woody sea serpent. When the hedge suddenly parted, she sprawled forward into sunshine.
But the sun quickly vanished as a shadowy shape loomed over her…

Now You Finish The Story…

Writer's Club
Every week some of our student's in Writer's Club enter

national competitions such as Fabo Story and Storyathon.
Here are a few entries from our last Fabo Story

competition. Enjoy reading over the holiday break.

The Story Starter...

By Raumati Todd (Y7)

The man with the red trolley.The man with the red trolley.



Lucy’s hope for adventure had been dissipating, but her imagination still held. She wouldn’t let anything stop her from
getting that little bit of adventure that she deserved. The mysterious shadow, still blocking the light, sparked anew Lucy’s
craving for adventure and she couldn’t help but wonder, could it be, the start of an adventure? Or a continuation?
Whatever it was, Lucy sought to find out. She looked up.

The shadow had spread and a beam of light hit the ground. Lucy ran towards it. She arrived at the face of this big machine,
the door opened, and she saw something strange. She noticed that it was a doorway to a whole other world. An evil TOP
SECRET PUFFIN implanting a LASER DETECTOR was in front of her face. Lucy’s face lit up with excitement but at the
same time, she was quite surprised and scared. The doorway opened. Lucy could feel a new chapter ready to be filled with
the breathtaking adventures she was about to have. 

Lucy took her first step. She threw her eyes around and noticed something peculiar, something brown, staring right into
her eyes. It was a Lion!!!! She ran as fast as she could but the lion pounced out of the trees. Lucy stopped. The evil top
secret puffin’s laser detector was pointed directly to the lion’s blind-side. Lucy had to think fast, she had two options but
there was only one that she HAD to pick. She ran as fast as a speeding bullet toward the lion, although she was a young
small girl, she was physically strong. She leaped up in the air and drove the lion straight to the ground. The lion stood tall
before Lucy.
“Thank you, my name is Mr. Aslan”, the lion said.
Lucy thought as though she was hearing voices in her head because she couldn't see the lion's mouth move. “My name is
Lucy, do you know where I am?”
“Yes, welcome to the wonderful land of Narnia”

She couldn’t believe her eyes. Lucy was walking on the very land that she never thought existed. She was starting to
question other things now, like was her name really Lucy? While Lucy was getting distracted with those questions, Mr.
Aslan looked a bit confused, lost. 
“Are you OK?” Lucy asked.
“I've lost my family! I don't know where they are”, Aslan said.
Suddenly, Lucy started asking the same question to herself. Lucy didn’t know where she was. She was starting to get
worried for the both of them. There were gaps in her memory now and eyes were growing heavy. The sun vanished once
again and her eyes blinked. 
"Hi there Lion, do you know who I am?" By Charlee Tauteka (Y9)

The figure was still unclear but it started to speak, “Hop out love, It will only take a sec!” 

Lucy scrambled out of the bush violently and huffily slouched down into a very stiff and uncomfortable chair. She sat still, daring not to
move, more confused than ever. This had never happened before. A short and chatty lady brushed her face harshly, supposedly applying
colour to Lucy's complexion. “Beautiful, my girl! That's you done for my area so you go see…. HIM. He will fix, uh, that!” Lucy glanced down
offended at her homemade play-suit she made herself. She made her own clothes because she found it more fun that way. She loved art
and was very academic but her family couldn't afford university. Seeing this lady with her artistic style made Lucy love it even more.

A male waved his arm around like nun-chucks, obviously calling her over. His vibrant, bold outfit drew her in. She wearily paced over to him
as he said “AND…. what is that?” Pointing unimpressed at her outfit. Lucy didn't have time to answer before he chimed in again with “Put
this one on! Quick!” A second later he had started a new conversation. “You know, If you're looking to give some money, I could work for
you….. in your mansion?”  ‘Gold digger’ Lucy thought as she was, yet again, ushered into a tall box with a door. 

The majestic, white, long sleeved dress flowed down to her ankles. The glistening jewels on the belt, sucked Lucy in and showed her
flattering body. “Give us a twirl!” Lucy took over the room by strutting up and down, spinning gracefully and posing like she knew she
looked good. “Get it girl! Well my job is complete if you're looking like that.” He replied smoothly. “You have one more step. Must be over
there. Oh, and the personal stylist thing? Call me!” Then he escorted Lucy over to the next area.

And just like that Lucy was rushed over to a new lady. Without letting a noise slip out of her mouth, the tall woman with thick, golden locks
started brushing Lucy's hair, nearly ripping it out with every knot. “Is this gonna take long?” Lucy wearily asked, a little bit scared. The lady
nodded but still didn't say anything. Lucy winced every time the lady combed a new part of her hair. Suddenly the lady started highlighting
Lucy's hair! “Uhhhhh I don't really want that, excuse me?” Lucy pleaded but the lady just silently shook her head. Lucy waited, waited and
waited some more until finally it was finished. 

So she had just had her makeup, hair and got a new outfit. It still wasn't very clear what was happening though. What was she, a model?
Lucy stumbled onto this strange shaped structure and looked up. 

“AND ACTION” Lucy was handed a paper that had sentences written all over it. She glanced down at it quickly skimming through the
words. She chimed in with her line. On time as well! She was better than she thought, obviously.

To this day Lucy still doesn't know how she got that part in the movie. By Isla Hori (Y7)



Alayna Smith

Anna-Lee Davies Sherwin

Demetrius Smith

Falcon Anderson

Jaylah Bruce

Jnr Social Pod Class

Katia Bennett-Mackie

Kira Blyth

Linka Bruce

Manaakitia Hemara

Matt Smith

Puhi Taniora Taurua

Rangipikita Koni

Ruby Valentina

Stevey-Lee Porowini

Woven Gates

Showing respect by completing work on time
Showing respect by completing work on time. For being respectful and always saying goodbye at the
end of the day.
Working hard in Academic Literacy and achieving an Excellence!
working quietly in his group in English to get their production on track.
Showing respect by completing work on time
Being fantastic in class and respecting Ms Davidson’s rules and always saying such lovely positive
things to her when they leave class.
Respectfully trying to sort out what the sound was doing during the Whanau Challenge.
Working hard in Academic Literacy and achieving her first Excellence grade in NCEA Level 1. 
For commitment to her online Maths learning and working on solving algebra equations in IXL.
Showing respect by completing work on time.
Working hard in Social Pod and showing great respect for the work being done in class.
For being respectful and always saying goodbye at the end of the day.
Always raising her hand in class to have her input in discussions and waiting patiently for her turn.
For commitment to her online Maths learning and working on solving exponent problems with integer
bases.
For commitment to her online Maths learning and working on solving algebra equations in IXL.
Respectful problem solving during the Whanau Challenge when technology was letting us down.

Commitment to learning his words in Kapa Haka.
Set a range of goals for Term 3 and reflected well on her learning.
Excellent reflections on her learning over the past two terms. 
Making excellent goals for Term 3.
Making excellent goals for Term 3. 
Excellent reflections and goal setting for Semester Two. Good participation in her PST.
Good thinking and discussion during her PST
Working hard to complete his learning reflection booklet.
Commitment to completing her assessments.
Commitment to completing her assessments.
Working hard to complete his learning reflection booklet.
Getting sorted for Semester 2 and future planning. Having her eye on the prize. Commitment to completing
all of her assessments.
Working hard at Maths and wanting to improve all the time.
Commitment to his work in Creative and Digital Technology. Well Done!
Planning and organising his learning for Semester 2. Commitment to completing all of his assessments.
Displaying Commitment and Responsibility helping HH with sweeping the hall.
Excellent reflections and goal setting for Semester Two.  Good paricipation in his PST.
Excellent reflections and goal setting for Semester Two. Good paricipation in his PST.
Setting solid goals regarding her academics! 
Commitment to completing all of her assessments.
Working hard to complete the reflections and goal setting booklet.
Displaying Commitment and Responsibility helping HH with sweeping the hall.
Working hard to complete her reflections booklet.
Week 1: POTD for netball. Awesome leadership, goal count and balancing of the court!
Commitment to Social Pod learning - doing mahi at home when he couldn't come to school.
Displaying Commitment and Responsibility helping HH with sweeping the hall.
Week 2: POTD for netball. Amazing work at both ends of the court and overall great role modelling/
leadership.
Commitment to his work in Digital Technology with his awesome Hip Hop clothing brand, B.R.U.H.

tudents eekof
the Respectful behaviour at buslines. Doing the right

thing to show respect for our rules around the school.

Kaupapa: WEEK: 10

Reflecting on learning - setting goals for next term,
attending PSTs and engaging in this

process....Commitment/Responsibility!
Kaupapa: WEEK: 11/12

Ahijah-Soul Rogers

Aranui Hansen

Atawhai Hansen

Bailey Fletcher

Emma Cook

Faith Lawrence

Harmony Batters

Isaac Thompson

Jaylah Bruce

Jean Tauteka

Kaedyn Murray

Katrina Morgan

Kenneth Stewart

Kobe Hills 

Lester Cooper

Liajerick Tepania

Liqueur Ikitule

Luke Melose

Maia Rudolph 

Paula Rikona

Raumati Todd

Ruby Valentina

Samara Takimoana

Santana Hape 

Stan Heta

Stevey-Lee Porowini

Terina Rudolph

Tremaine Chase 



REMINDERS
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WEEK 11WEEK 11

The mobile dental clinic will be parked at Kaeo
Primary for a limited time next term.

If you have returned the enrolment forms, your child
will receive an appointment shortly. Forms can be
returned to the school office as soon as possible.

OR you can make an appointment by calling
0800MYTEETH08006983384

Dental treatment is free until your 18th
birthday!!!

During Covid Lockdown, the Ministry of Education was
able to deliver a number of chromebooks and laptops to

students learning from home. Many of our students
received one of these devices. These devices must now
be returned to Whangaroa College so that all students
are able to use them. Please make sure that they are

left at the school office as soon as possible.

Well, we are back into Netball and the first round
 was very nerve wracking as we were still trying to get our

heads around Netball commencing so soon. Our first game
was against Kerikeri High School and the girls played well,
considering it was pouring with rain and court visibility was

almost zero!! However, we had a fantastic first game.

Our second game was against Kerikeri Cosmos, which went very well,
ending with a win..yippee!! We have one last round left of the Presidents

Rounds then school holidays. After the holidays we will begin our
competition. 

A big pakpaki to Matua Jack Anderson for buying the girls a pair of netball shoes, thermals, beanies
and yummy biscuits. Thank you to Whaea Stacie and Whaea Nikita who have committed themselves

to training after school and Saturday Netball. We are very grateful for your time. 

Lastly, I am very happy to continue as an umpire and have been umpiring for Whanagaroa College.
During the holidays I will be upskilling myself and ready to blow that whistle again. 

A big thank you to all of our senior girls and supporting whanau who have made an effort to turn up
and support us. Keep up the great work. 

Nga mihi ki te whanau whanui
Naku na

Whaea LeeAnn Samuels

KEEP 
INFORMED SCHOOL:

https://goo.gl/zJGZWw 

/whangaroacollege/

FACEBOOK

https://www.whangaroacollege.school.nz
WEBSITE

APPS

PCSCHOOLS: Contact the
school to connect to this app.

WEEK 10WEEK 10 

GOVERNMENT ISSUED LAPTOPS

mobile dental clinic

NETBALL

MataiMatai



10

School open for
conferences
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EXAM  WEEK

Term 3 CalendarTerm 3 Calendar
FRIDAY

1

MONDAY WEDNESDAYTUESDAY THURSDAY

Otago Uni
Liaison Visit

(Seniors)

PST's

AUG/SEPTEMBER

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

2120 22 2423JULY

2827 29 3130

0403 05 0706

1110 12 1413

1817 19 2120

2524 26 2827

0131 02 0403

0807 09 1110

2221 23 2524

AUGUST

T3
END OF

NMA 
Mathex

Competition

MANU
KORERO
YR 7/8

MORE INFO WILL BE PROVIDED THROUGHOUT THE  TERM.

TERM 3
BEGINS

NO SCHOOL

MID-SEMESTER
BREAK

SENIOR


