
TE KARERE O TE KURA TUARUA O

WHANGAROA

 
Firstly, thank you for your support and understanding with the changes and re-organisation that needs to happen for us
to be prepared for online learning. It is clear that what we have been studying at school will not transfer easily onto an
online forum and we are adapting and changing our learning programme so students can work independently from
home.
 
We have spent the past few days ringing parents/caregivers to find out which of our whanau have access to the
internet and which students have devices that can connect to online learning forums. One third of our whanau have no
access to either the internet or devices. For these whanau we will send out paper booklets to work through during the
isolation period. However, these booklets are not able to be marked or monitored by teachers and it will be up to
parents/caregivers to work through these booklets as best they can.
 
Students involved in NCEA (Years 11-13) will need access to the internet to complete their assessments and continue
with their study. If this is not possible then we will provide a very limited range of materials covering basic literacy and
numeracy work as teachers will not be able to monitor and mark what students have completed.
 
For all students who are connected on the internet – you will receive an email in two weeks that will ask you to join
Zoom meetings and Google Classroom. These tools will help you with your study during the isolation period. Teachers
will be monitoring how often students are joining in Zoom meetings and handing in their assignments through the
Classroom forum.
 
Parents – we will also do our best to keep you informed about what subjects are on offer and what the timetable for
your child online will be. If you have given the school your email address you will receive an email with these updates
once the term starts. If you do not have an email address then we can also send out an SMS text as long as you have
a working cell phone. We will also send emails to our students on their school email accounts, so please encourage
them to read these regularly.
 
If the isolation period continues beyond the four week period set by the government then we will try our best to find
ways to help students connect with the online learning network. Please be patient with us as we work our way through
all these changes and updates from the Ministry of Education.
 
If you were not contacted by any of our staff this week then we may not have your current phone details. Please email:
Sue Morris on sm@whc.school.nz or text/phone: Ben O’Donnell 021 027 48737, and leave your new contact details.
 
Nga Mihi
 

A Message on Facebook

WHAT A DIFFERENCE A WEEK MAKES!
Kia ora whanau... and just like that we find ourselves in an uncharted educational territory. We are all now under

Alert Level 4, self-isolating and hopefully making the most of time with our loved ones. This week's newsletter is

aimed at fully informing you all around the changes that have been made and how to navigate this space. Please

note that Facebook will be our main platform to communicate messages. We will also endeavour to send emails,

text messages where appropriate and put information on our school website. Stay safe and healthy whanau!
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What do we need to
know so far?

Any student or caregiver who needs support or
guidance for any reason during this isolation time is
able to contact Ms Cairns-Cowan either via email:
cc@whc.school.nz, phone 022 405177 or they can
book a meeting using Zoom. She is available for
this from today onwards.
 
There is also free counselling available to anyone
of any age from Need to Talk: Free phone
or TXT 1737 
Free counselling available for students online
or via phone at Youthline:
 Free phone 0800 376 633 or free TXT 234

 

As of now we are OFFICIALLY on school holidays. The
government moved these forward so the holidays are from

the 28th March to Tuesday 14th April.
We start back on WEDNESDAY 15TH APRIL. The

reason for this is the Monday and Tuesday are Easter.
 

So what this means is that students DO NOT have to be
doing any school work at the moment and teachers will

not be setting work during this period. If your child is bored
there are some good educational websites on the next
page. Otherwise spend time baking, playing games, 

doing chores around the house.
 

Some seniors have already been given 
work to continue with during this 

isolation/holiday time.

What will this look like?
In the week before school starts, each student will be emailed their
programme for the 1st 3 weeks (Wednesday 15th April to Friday 1st
May). This will include online classes using ZOOM (an online
conferencing video chat room) and set classwork using Google
Classrooms and school email.
 
This initial email will explain how to connect to the different online
platforms. It will show all students who their teachers are and how to
connect with them if needed. Students will have an opportunity to
practice using these tools before classes start.
 
Our biggest concern will be connectivity, mainly the internet going
down. There will be work set for students to do off line as well so they
can continue with their learning. 
 
Lastly, if we have your email we will also email parents and caregivers
the work set for your child. You don't have to do anything apart from
provide a suitable space for your child to learn.

School Holidays – NOW; March 29-April
14 (work will not be set for students)

 
Term 2 begins – April 15 (work sent home

to students with no internet - all other
students will have work online)

 
Isolation period officially ends – April 22 

(this may be extended -
 we will keep you updated)

Every student from Years 10-13 will be

given an Academic Counselling time with

Ms Amber Davidson to discuss their

learning and any problems they may be

having with their online learning.

 This will be conducted online using Zoom

and will start April 15.

Teachers will still be awarding Student of the Week
certificates once we go online. We even have an
assembly scheduled once a week to “hand out”
these certificates and reward students for their

excellent work. Parents can join in with assembly
and celebrate alongside us.

Assembly time will be on the student programme.

School
Holidays

Dates to remember

Counselling &
Support Online Learning

Academic
Counselling

Academic
Counselling

Celebrating Student
Success



Sleep well and set a good routine
 

Go for walks around your house or street but
make sure to have a 2 metre distance from

everyone not in your immediate isolation group
 

Eat healthily and drink lots of water
 

Talk to someone if you're feeling sad, lonely or
depressed. There are helplines listed on the

next page if you have no one at home to talk to
 

Focus on what you can control and manage -
go for a bath, give your pet a cuddle, read some

positive books, play with your siblings, do
some gardening, tidy up your room

 
Learn a new skill - drawing, push ups, whistling,

playing an instrument, learn yoga
 

Stay fit and healthy - learn some tik tok dances,
set up a mini gym circuit, create obstacles and

challenges for yourself or for others in your
isolation group, play balloon tennis

 
Detox off your devices as much as possible -

play those board games that have been sitting
in the cupboard for awhile, read, bake

 
Check in with whanau and friends by face-

timing or texting them. Be positive and
supportive

 
 

Life skills are super important and what's the
best way to learn them... @ home!

 
Cook and bake - learn recipes or have your

child make something they've learnt at school
like preserving. Look at measurements and

what they mean, half the recipe or double it and
have them figure the conversions

 
The basics... do your children know how to

vacuum? Do laundry? Make a bed? For some
this is common, for others not yet. Think about
when your children are older and they go to live

on their own, will they know what to do?
 

Share your love of something - a movie or a
good book, some art, favourite playstation

game, a puzzle
 

Do some problem solving or projects together -
build a bird box, ask them questions about what
they should do next? If they are older, practice

changing a tyre or weave a kete
 

Sit and talk about whanau or where they are
from. Tell stories of when you were growing up
and the differences now. Have a whanau share
time where you choose a topic and they have to

speak for a minute on that topic
 

Play charades or other fun games

WHAT TO DO DURING THE
LOCKDOWN?

Online learningLearning @ HomeHauora/Wellness

A lot of the messages coming through suggest creating a daily routine. You don't have to
run a school timetable, just section your day into chunks. We shortened our class periods to
45mins to maximise the learning time as students tend to trail off after more than this. We
have 3 short breaks a day. Try to take something from each section above per day. Limit the

use of devices and monitor interactions to make sure they are positive and healthy. 
 

Overall you have 4 weeks together (at least) so don't stress the small stuff, your children are
super resilient but you will hear "I'm bored" a lot. It's OK to be bored, it actually helps with

creativity and productivity. Here's a good article on boredom;
https://www.forbes.com/sites/theyec/2020/02/25/why-its-ok-to-be-bored/#173da84664ed

khanacademy.org
e-ako.nzmaths.co.nz
nz.ixl.com

ego4u.com
readwritethink.org
bbc.com/bitesize

okgosandbox.org
sciencelearn.org.nz

tokureo.maori.nz
tewhanake.maori.nz
maorilanguage.net

For the next 2 weeks, while on holiday,
students can still work online but we suggest

to keep this as minimal as possible
 

Here are some good websites for students to
practice their skills; (and a lot of these are free

at the moment due to the lockdown)
 

MATHS

ENGLISH

SCIENCE/STEM

TE REO MAORI

 
AND MORE...
ed.ted.com/student_talks
Go online and learn something new, research
on another country, learn how to play the
guitar or a new language... the world is your
oyster!!
Here's a fab website that has everything 
https://chatterpack.net/blogs/blog/list-of-
online-resources-for-anyone-who-is-isolated-
at-home
 
Please note we are currently trying to sign up
for Education Perfect for all students

 



Commitment in the Art Competition
Showing commitment in Te Reo Māori and doing extra mahi during break time, For showing
commitment in Maths and finishing his work on time 
Commitment to his English work and organising his impromptu sales pitch
For showing commitment in Maths and solving our detective clues
Committed to his learning in Social Pod. For his contribution of art work on the Kauri wall. Came to
Maths and slayed the work! Keep it up Dayts! Actively participating in Social Pod Training and giving
his best even if it is out of his comfort zone.
 

For completion of her Financial Literacy standard and commitment to complete her mahi on time
Commitment to her mahi in Primary Pod
Commitment to his learning in Te Reo Māori and improving his pronunciation
Committed to her learning in Social Pod 
Commitment to learning in Social Pod
Commitment in helping get resources sorted for staff and students during the crisis. Helping community
group
 

 

Committed to her learning in English - doing work above her year level
Commitment in Kapa Haka and persevering in poi making
Commitment in the Art competition, For completion of his Financial Literacy standard and commitment
to complete his mahi on time
 

Committed in English class - quickly catching up on missed work, For being committed in Maths and
working through his tasks and offering to help clean the class up, For always giving everything a go
Showing commitment and perseverance in Kapa Haka
Showing commitment in Maths and extra mahi she has been doing throughout the term
Committed to improving this school with his sunshiney presence every day
For being committed in Maths and offering to clean up our classroom, Committed to his learning
throughout Primary Pod 
Showing commitment and perseverance in English.
Pushing herself in swimming training and committing to improving her technique
Commitment in the Junior Service Pod and being organised
Committed to his learning throughout Primary Pod and Digital Technology 
For completion of his Financial Literacy standard and commitment to complete his mahi on time
Committed to her learning in Maths. 
Commitment to learning in Social Pod
Committed in swimming training and working on those tumble-turns

Ahijah-Soul Rogers
Callum Hayes

 

Cruz Harris
Dallas Frear

Daytoura Ikitule
 
 

Demetrius Smith
Faith Lawrence

Isaac Thompson
Isla Hori

Jaylah Bruce
Joshua Jeffery

 
Katia Bennett-Mackie

Kiani Flower-Harris
Lester Cooper

 
Lukas Blyth

 
Maia Rudolph

Methven Rudolph
Michael Parangi

 

Onyx Smith
 
 

Paula Rikona
Polly Stewart

 

Raumati Todd
Reef Flower-Harris 

Taine Davis
Terina Rudolph 

Tihema Williams
Tremaine Chase

 

NOMINATIONS

tudents eekof
the Kaupapa: COMMITMENT

showing it through learning, joining new activities,
making an effort to set a goal and reach it.

WEEK: 7

WHANAU O TE WIKI
WEEK 7

MATAIMATAI
WHANAU O TE WIKI

WEEK 7

NOMINATIONS

Superstar

of the week!of the week!

Superstar

Stand out leadership!!



COVID-19 UPDATES
CORONAVIRUS

If the virus is left unchecked it will have an unacceptable
toll on New Zealanders
Staying at home will break the chain and save lives
Breaking the rules could risk someone close to you
If the rules are not complied with, this could risk the lock
down period being extended or could risk the virus being
spread to thousands
Success will not be instant. The benefit of actions taken
today will not be felt for many days to come. People need
to expect the numbers to continue rising, because they
will. Modelling indicates that New Zealand could have
several thousand cases before today’s measures have an
impact. However, if everyone sticks to the rules there will
be change over time
Act like you have COVID-19. Every move you make could
be a risk to someone else. That is how New Zealanders
must collectively think now
All New Zealanders are urged to be calm, be kind, stay at
home
If people have no explanation of why they are outside the
Police will remind them of their obligations and can take
enforcement actions if they feel it is necessary
New Zealanders will want to do the right thing. The
Government is being as clear as they can on the guidance
and Police will be working with people to help them
understand
Government’s goal is to keep people connected to their
employer through the wage subsidy, and said if that was
not happening then they have the backup mechanism of
the welfare system
In regard to those overseas - even under the most difficult
of circumstances - New Zealand is their home.

Key lockdown messages from the Prime Minister (Select
Committee Media Briefing 25 March)

Spark, Vodafone, Vocus/Slingshot, 2Degrees, and Trustpower
have all removed their data caps and the possibility of any extra

charges based on usage. What this means for whanau is that
anyone with fixed-line broadband from these companies will

not have to worry about exceeding their data limit.

Internet

SupportInternet

Support

The Ministry of Education has developed a resource for parents,
caregivers, whānau and family 
http://education.govt.nz/…/talking-to-children-about-covid
 
The Ministry of Health’s website includes top ways to look after
your mental well-being during the Covid-19 lockdown.
 
I AM HOPE is the youth and community focused support group run
by The Key to Life Charitable Trust, started by Mike King
https://www.iamhope.org.nz/
 
Nathan Wallis has some helpful videos on his Facebook page for
parents and whānau
https://www.facebook.com/nathanwallisxfactoreducation/ 
 
Tips on looking after mental health and wellbeing during COVID-19
from the Mental Health foundation 
https://www.mentalhealth.org.nz/get-help/covid-19/
 
A website by the Health Promotion Agency to help 
New Zealanders recognise and understand 
depression and anxiety
https://depression.org.nz/covid-19/
 
 
 
As always please contact the 
school through email at
office@whc.school.nz if you have 
any questions around your child’s 
learning, the school holidays or 
how we plan to continue providing 
educational opportunities for our students.

KEEP 
INFORMED

SCHOOL:

https://goo.gl/zJGZWw 

/whangaroacollege/

FACEBOOK

https://www.whangaroacollege.school.nz

WEBSITE APPS

PCSCHOOLS: Contact the
school to connect to this app.
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