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Kia ora koutou katoa
 
What an exciting term it has been! You will see throughout this
newsletter a lot has been achieved. Our students continue to
perform exceptionally well on the academic front and in a range of
extra-curricular activities. Students have attended many sporting
events with some very pleasing results. A huge thank you to all the
staff and whanau who help organise our students and get them to
their fixtures on time.
 
Thank you to all whanau who attended our Whangaroa Kahui Ako
day on Monday the 5th July. This was a fantastic event with some
awesome workshops taking place. We had great storytellers who
framed their korero in a way that resonated with our students and
wider whanau. Another thank you goes out to all our speakers and
presenters on the day. This day was successful through a joint
collaboration with Te Kura o Hato Hohepa Te Kamura, Matauri Bay
School, Whangaroa College and Te Runanga o Whaingaroa.
Together we share a vision to enhance educational opportunities for
all tamariki of Whangaroa by working closely with whanau and
tamariki. To learn more about this kaupapa please get in touch with
the school your child attends.
 
Our building projects continue to take shape and some of the new
spaces will be available when we return from the holidays.
Remember, if you have any ideas of how we can adorn the main
entrance to the school in a way that captures the essence of
Whangaroa then please share your ideas with the school. You can
drop them off at the main office. Email office@whc.school.nz, or
make an appointment and come and have a korero with me. I would
love to hear your thoughts and ideas.
 
Please be safe over the holidays and spend quality time with those
closest to you.
 

Nga Ara WhetuSenior Leadership
Over the last two terms some senior students, including
myself, have been involved in the pilot programme, Nga Ara
Whetu. This leadership and careers programme aims to give
us the confidence and life skills we will need in the future.

This semester we have been fortunate to meet some
awesome tauira. 

We have had our local mentors that visit us every fortnight. I
have two mentors. So far, Matt has talked to me about how
his career pathway started, and Matthew shared how his
kids went through university life. This has been helpful to
make me better aware of how uni life might look.

The senior leadership group also went to Waitangi, together
with students from Taipa Area School. We met Jude and
Tamati, who run free wānanga for rangatahi that whakapapa
back to Tai Tokerau. I then enrolled in a wānanga in Kaikohe
and learned about APA referencing, essay structures, how to
read articles to get the main idea, and waiata. This is in
preparation for tertiary education. 

Lastly, we visited Taipa Area School and had the opportunity
to listen to a Mental Health korero from Mike King. He was
crack-up and I learned valuable lessons, such as having an
inner critic and balancing the "angel and devil" internal
thinking. I also learned that we should be checking in with
our friends and classmates. Overall it was a really valuable
experience.

A big thanks to Joe bro for organising these opportunities for
us, the Graeme Dingle Foundation, and Whangaroa College
for supporting this kaupapa, and to Taipa Area School for
always giving us a mean feed. Also, Ms Ferris, thanks for the
ice cream!

Anna-Lee Davies Sherwin
Year 13

G R A E M E  D I N G L E  F O U N D A T I O N

G R A E M E  D I N G L E  F O U N D A T I O N

The Amazing Race - T3
On Wednesday 28 July, Week One of next term, our Nga Ara Whetu
senior leadership team will be running an Amazing Race with our 
Year 10 students. This is an opportunity for the Year 10s to see what 
the leadership programme is all about. For the seniors, it will allow them 
to practice their leadership skills. It will also be an excellent opportunity to
get out into our local community and visit local businesses, Thanks to Joe
and Tracy who are organising this. Exciting!

Jack Anderson
Naku noa na

mailto:office@whc.school.nz


In their English class, the students created their own
Kahoot quizzes. They presented them to the class, and
everyone played the quizzes on the Chromebooks. This

was a fun way for the students to learn about and
practice punctuation, sentence structure, and form valid

questions. Nikora and Lucas showed their extensive
knowledge about The Simpsons, Tiana, and Ruby, were
experts on bunnies and Arlo and Lachlan excelled in the

world of gaming.
 

In Mathematics, the students studied measurement using
a range of scales and measuring devices. They were

able to compare the actual measurements to their
estimates. They enjoyed learning how to use protractors

to measure angles, many for the first time.
 

In their integrated classes, they learned about
Sustainability, health and nutrition, and Hauora. They

studied Climate Change and how to reduce waste,
recycle and reuse common household and school

products. Using the Tapa Wha model, students
examined the relationship between the physical body,

mental and spiritual wellbeing, and whanau.
 
 

SCIENCE ROADSHOWSCIENCE ROADSHOWSCIENCE ROADSHOW
The Year 7, 8, and some Year 10

students attended the Science

Roadshow at Okaihau College, along

with Mrs. Hyde, Ms. Donaldson, and

Whaea LeeAnn Samuels.

The students enjoyed a large range of

science-based activities including

hands-on materials to manipulate and

interact with. The facilitators of the

show shared an exciting range of

experiments, including a fire tornado

and exploding chemical reactions. A

big thank you to the senior students

from Okaihau College for their mahi and

whanaungatanga on the day. Kei te pai.

 

JUNIOR SCHOOLJUNIOR SCHOOL



Matariki
The Year 7 and 8 students created Matariki art and crafts

during the last two weeks of the term. Students could make
connections between the kaupapa and their own lives while

working together and communicating their ideas, stories, and
history.  The students enjoyed being able to express their
creativity on large panels and create stunning paintings. 



CreativeCreative PodPodPod
S E M E S T E R  1  2 0 2 1

During the first half of 2021, students researched,
designed and created garments. Many had not
ever used a sewing machine at all, so it was a

massive learning curve.

Students took their inspiration from movies, watching 3
different films and choosing the costuming style that they

liked the most. They then had to complete their own designs,
using the stylistic features of the outfits they chose to

replicate.

Ensuring that their outfits
were fit for stage was a key
part of the design process.
Students had to consider
different closures such as
zips and velcro and the

attributes they would add to
their garments.  Careful

consideration was also made
when it came to the fabrics

students chose to use.
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The Years 9 and 10 students had Social and Community Pod learning in Term One.
The guiding topic was Whangaroatanga. 

First, students learned about themselves through Hauora, understanding the four
aspects of health, Taha Hinengaro, Taha Tinana, Taha Wairua, and Taha Whanau,
and balancing these to develop a greater sense of self.

Students then moved into Geography and looked at the landforms surrounding us
from Taratara and Ohakiri to the harbor and rivers. 

In PE, students started with Athletics training. Some students completed a Level 2
NCEA Physical Education assessment. Congratulations to Jonah, Mako, Manaakitia,

The senior students in Social and
Community Pod spent the semester
checking out our own backyard. They
researched the history of Kaeo,
Whangaroa, and Matauri Bay areas and
the cultural significance of both natural
and man-made attractions within these.
After looking at the dangers and
assessing the safety precautions around
different attractions and outside
activities, students then ventured out
tramping. They visited Mahinepua and
Lanes Cove to complete their safety
management and leadership
assessments. Finally, the students
completed their learning by developing
websites to showcase our home. This
assessment is due by the holidays.
Hopefully, next term, we can share their
web addresses with you all to check out.

SOCIAL &SOCIAL &SOCIAL &
COMMUNITYCOMMUNITYCOMMUNITY PodPodPod

and Nathaniel, who received an Achieved
grade, and Falcon, who received a Merit.
Excellent effort koutou!  They then worked in
groups to create their own game. Some of
the ideas were fantastic, and while some
didn't quite come to fruition, it was great to
see them working together.



The Year 9 and 10 classes were
introduced to Home Economics in Term

Two. They learned about healthy eating
and hygiene, and safety. 

Throughout the term, they produced
food products that reflected the

nutritional needs of targeted
individuals and met specific brief

requirements.
 
 
 

SERVICESERVICE
PodPod

SeniorSenior

JuniorJunior

The Senior Home Economics students have been
working on a variety of topics this term. The Level
One students looked at Cultural foods and how we

modify dishes for New Zealand. Discovering the
origins of ingredients and dishes has been an eye-
opener considering many dishes are a combination
of various interactions between early explorers and

the native people of the country.
The Level Two students selected certain dishes
and reproduced these using alternative methods

and ingredients. The aim was to improve the
quality of the product but maintain the base

structure. Over the term, many pies, fried rice
dishes, and frybread were consumed and critiqued

for their taste, appearance, and quality. 



TERMTERM



TWOTWO



On Monday, the 5th of July, there was a Kahui Ako

event held at Whangaroa College. The day

consisted of learning and building relationships

between the three schools involved in our Kahui

(Whangaroa College, Matauri Primary School, and

Te Kamura O Hato Hohepa). 

The different workshops on the day were around

Maramataka with Reuben Taipari, 'Kahui Ako' with

Frances Goulton. Mau Rakau/Ki-O-Rahi with Karena

Kara and The Boyz, 'Korero Hitori' with Raniera Kaio,

'Matariki Memes' with Stacie Tumoana

'Reconnecting' with Rauaroha Heta. 

The day was a huge success with everybody from

our babies to our adults. Thank you to everyone

who participated in the day, it was good to see you

all, and hopefully, you took something away with

you from the various activities and workshops. 

Nga Mihi to our workshop facilitators. We want to

extend our thanks to the principals of these schools

for allowing us to have this opportunity and time

together and look forward to the Kahui event at the

end of this year. 

 

Te Kāhui Ako o WhangaroaTe Kāhui Ako o Whangaroa

Nikita Williams 



At the start of the school year, students learned
about Ecology – what habitats animals live in and
how they adapted to their environment. Students
could recognise prey and predators within the
feeding interactions and place them into a food
chain.
The next part of our study was Earth Science and
Geology. We have learned about Plate
Tectonics, the main New Zealand volcanoes, big
eruptions, and earthquakes. Students have
identified rock samples while they studied the
Rock Cycle.
Another important topic to introduce was Life
Processes, including MRS. GREN – Movement,
Reproduction, Sensitivity, Growth, Respiration,
Excretion, and Nutrition. Students were able to
differentiate between living and non-living 
organisms. 
Our next focus was Nutrition – Food and 
Digestion. Firstly students developed 
understanding of carbohydrates, proteins, lipids,
minerals, vitamins, and fiber. Secondly, they
have learned about our digestive system, how
and where food groups are broken down with the
help of enzymes.
The last topic covered was Astronomy – basic
knowledge about the solar system (Sun and
planets orbiting it), moon phases, high and low
tides.
 

SCIENCESCIENCESCIENCE

The first science area students entered was Chemistry – Rate of Reactions. They
have done experiments proving the temperature, surface area, and concentration

have a high impact on how fast chemical reactions happen.
In Physics, students investigated the relationship between the mass of spring and

an extension of the spring. The next experiment was about the relationship
between the height of a ramp and the distance marble would travel past the ramp.
Students were introduced to Microorganisms (Microbes) as a part of Biology in the

last two weeks. They studied the life processes of bacteria, fungi, and viruses. 
 

SENIOR SCIENCE



Showing perseverance in Science, asking questions, and completing tasks.
Persevering with changes and owning his learning. Perseverance with the Cup Challenge!
Perseverance with dismantling the hardware of an old LCD screen.
For persevering with her Korero assessment and completing her first assignment.
For persevering with her Korero assessment and completing her first assignment.
Persevering with his work in Social Pod and meeting deadlines.
Perseverance when working with the junior class and getting on with her assignments.
Persevering with her work in Social Pod and showing improved motivation and work ethic.
Persevering with planning her PB4L/Leadership lesson, despite being the only member from her
house there.
Perseverance with questions in Science.
Always striving to complete her work, accepting feedback, and working hard in class.
Perseverance in the Service pod classes and demonstrating maturity and leadership skills.
For persevering with his work in Te Reo Maori and completing all set tasks.
For persevering with her Korero assessment despite not being at school.
For persevering with her Korero assessment and completing her first assignment.
Perseverance with dismantling the hardware of an old LCD screen.
 
 
  

of
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Aprilis Pailegutu
Falcon Anderson
Isaac Thompson

Jaylah Bruce
Jean Tauteka

Kewene Bennett-Mackie
Liajerick Tepania
Liajerick Tepania

Linka Bruce
 

Manaakitia Rapata
Natasha Warburton

Polly Stewart
Quest Tango

Shaneil Batters
Stevey-Lee Porowini
Zarndy Sweetapple

 

Commitment to completing her Financial Literacy assessment. Commitment to her work in both
the Primary and Construction pod. Commitment and enthusiasm all semester in her North Tec
Automotive Trades Academy.
Showing responsibility by completing class and extension mahi.
Outstanding semester in Mathematics! KEI RUNGA NOA ATU KOE E TAMA! 2nd Place Mid North
Junior Boys Basketball Competition. Recipient of the Best Dressed Team Award, and Best &
Fairest / Sportsmanship Award. 
Independent and focused work during the term. Awesome work and positive attitude during
Semester One.
Awesome work and positive attitude during Semester One.
Persevering with her learning commitments and being a great helper in the classroom. For
making significant progress on the STEPS reading program.
For persevering with your learning and getting stuck into completing your assessment.
Being creative with your amazing Matariki artwork.
2nd Place Mid North Junior Boys Basketball Competition. Recipient of the Best Dressed Team
Award, and Best & Fairest / Sportsmanship Award.
Great effort in Integrated Studies and always sharing his knowledge and creative ideas with
others.
E tukaha kaha koe i te mahi kaitataki tane mo te roopu Nga Papahu O Whangaroa!! KEI RUNGA
NOA ATU KOE E TAMA! Producing Solar System poster and Moon Phases poster for the science
room. For making significant progress on the STEPS reading program.
Displaying all of our school values in the short time he has been at Whangaroa College.
Arriving into class with a positive attitude and ready to work, Awesome Cullam!
Always persevering with her mahi in Te Reo Maori.
Huge improvement in class and demonstrating excellent leadership skills.
Outstanding semester in Mathematics! KEI RUNGA NOA ATU KOE E TAMA! Commitment to
complete his part of solar system research within the group work.
Consistently completing all her mahi to a high standard. Awesome work and positive attitude
during Semester One.
Outstanding effort throughout the semester in Te Reo Maori.
Consistently showing all of the Whangaroa College school values.
2nd Place Mid North Junior Boys Basketball Competition. Recipient of the Best Dressed Team
Award, and Best & Fairest / Sportsmanship Award.
Applying your all in your learning and also brilliant artwork. For making significant progress on
the STEPS reading program.
Awesome work and positive attitude during Semester One.
Outstanding semester in Mathematics! KEI RUNGA NOA ATU KOE E TAMA! 2nd Place Mid North
Junior Boys Basketball Competition. Recipient of the Best Dressed Team Award, and Best &
Fairest / Sportsmanship Award.
 

KAUPAPA: PERSEVERANCEWeek 8

KAUPAPA: OUTSTANDING SEMESTER!Week 9/10
Alana-Joe Metekingi

 
 

Aliyah Larry
Andre De'Burchgraeve

 
 

Aprilis Pailegutu
 

Aranui Hansen
Atawhai Hansen

 
Azaria Nathan

Brooklyn Kenney
Caleb Pivac-Kool

 
Cameron Mitchell

 
Ciano Rudolph

 
 

Connor Taylor
Cullam Hayes

Dawn Epiha
Daytoura Ikitule

 
 

Destinty Tango
 

Emma Cook
Erana Todd

Falcon Anderson
 

Irihipeti Pawa
 

Jayden Paul
Jonah Thompson

 
 
 
 



Commitment to her mahi in the Primary and Construction pod. Commitment and enthusiasm all
semester in her North Tec Automotive Trades Academy.
Always commited to doing the class work since his start at Whangaroa College.
Outstanding semester in Mathematics! KEI RUNGA NOA ATU KOE E TAMA!
Showing respect by helping the students and her teacher with Te Reo and Tikanga.
Awesome worker and always willing to help staff in a mature and responsible manner.
For showing responsibility by completing all set mahi even when she is absent from school.
Certificate of Appreciation: Mrs. Grey's assistant and ensuring she is sorted each day.
2nd Place Mid North Junior Boys Basketball Competition. Recipient of the Best Dressed Team
Award and Best & Fairest / Sportsmanship Award.
Persevering in your learning programs, well done!
Improved attitude and commitment to her learning in Maths this term.
For amazing Matariki artwork.
Always persevering with her mahi in Te Reo Maori.
Independent worker and great effort throughout the term.
Showing respect by helping the students and his teacher with Te Reo and Tikanga.
Always shows respect and commitment in the Primary and Construction pod. Always ready at
6.15 am for his transport to the North Tec Construction Trades Academy.
E tukaha kaha koe i te mahi kaitataki wahine mo te roopu Nga Papahu O Whangaroa! KEI
RUNGA NOA ATU KOE E HINE!
Consistently completing all her mahi to a high standard.
Excellent focus on completion of his part of solar system research within the group work.
Showing respect and responsibility by setting up the Breakfast Club and helping every day.
Perseverance and commitment in the Primary and Construction pod.
Commitment to complete his part of solar system research within the group work. Staying
engaged in his learning throughout the semester. 2nd Place Mid North Junior Boys Basketball
Competition. Recipient of the Best Dressed Team Award and Best & Fairest / Sportsmanship
Award.
2nd Place Mid North Junior Boys Basketball Competition. Recipient of the Best Dressed Team
Award and Best & Fairest / Sportsmanship Award.
Commitment to complete his part of solar system research within the group work; also showing
really good knowledge of New Zealand native plants and animals on Kahoot.
Completing your maths work on time and always asking for help.
Excellent effort and a positive attitude throughout the term. Independent and focused work
during the term.
Improvement in all areas and making positive choices in his learning.
Completing her amazing Matariki artwork, just fabulous! 
Outstanding effort throughout the semester in Te Reo Maori. Outstanding semester in
Mathematics! KEI RUNGA NOA ATU KOE E HINE!
All-round effort and being an awesome student who always greets staff with a smile and a
hug. Persevering with PB4L and Careers activities. Showing responsibility by completing class
and extension mahi.
Outstanding work in Biology during Semester 1.
For always bringing the energy and a smile to the class. Persevering with her mahi in the
Primary and Construction pod.
All-round effort and getting mahi done even when absent. Commitment and responsibility all
semester to her mahi in the Primary and Construction pod. Commitment to completing her
Korero assessment.
Outstanding semester in Mathematics! KEI RUNGA NOA ATU KOE E TAMA! 2nd Place Mid North
Junior Boys Basketball Competition. Recipient of the Best Dressed Team Award and Best &
Fairest / Sportsmanship Award.
Awesome work with the Junior class and demonstrating excellent leadership skills. (Lester,
Xavier-Jae, Joshua, Azaria)
An independent worker in the Primary and Construction Pod all semester.
2nd Place Mid North Junior Boys Basketball Competition. Recipient of the Best Dressed Team
Award and Best & Fairest / Sportsmanship Award.
Persevering with his mahi in his Automotive Gateway placement.
Outstanding semester in Mathematics! KEI RUNGA NOA ATU KOE E TAMA!
Commitment to her studies and completing all of her work.
Persevering with his Matariki artwork.
 
 
 
  

Jorja Williams
 

Jyzal Manuel
Kaedyn Murray

Kaira King
Kairarawa Williams

 
Kalii McManus

Kamal Larry
 

Kasey Leota
Kataraina Falwasser

Kenneth Stewart
Kiani Flower-Harris

Kobe Hill
Lee Toetoe

Lester Cooper
 

Manaakitia Hemara
 

Manaakitia Rapata
Matt Smith

Natasha Warburton
 

Nathaniel Niuloa
 
 
 

Nevaeh Himiona
 

Noa Koni
 

Onyx Smith
Polly Stewart

 
Quest Tango

Rangipikitia Koni
Rosealee Fell

 
Ruby Tregonning

 
 

Ruby Valentina
Santana Hape

 
Shaneil Batters

 
 

Stan Heta
 
 

Tawa - GD Leadership Team
 

Tihema Williams
Tumanako Stewart

Tyrone Murray
 

Vaughn Pawa
Xavier-Jae Parao-Apiata

Zarndy Sweetapple
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Best Dressed
Team 
Award

Best & Fairest /
Sportsmanship 

Award

ATV Basketball
2nd Place Mid North Competition
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WEBSITE

SCHOOL:
https://goo.gl/zJGZWw 
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TERM 3
BEGINS

TERM 3 
ENDS

2827 29 0130 OCTOBER
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LEARNERS LICENSE

18th OCTOBER - Term 4 begins

NORTHLAND ACCORD
DAY 

No  School

girls rugby 10's
Whangarei

rugby 7's
YR 7/8

Whangarei

AUGUST

SEPTEMBER

WHITIREIA PERFORMING
ARTS

Northland Tour
Yr 11 - 13

nz math week

MANA WAHINE MAHI
EXPOYR 7/8

MIXED FUTSAL
YR 7/8 GIRLS NRL

Whangarei
senior netball

Kaikohe

mixed basketball
YR 7/8

Whangarei

senior boys
basketball

Waipapa

senior girls
basketball

Waipapa

netball Yr 7-10
Kerikeri

boi beast
Paihia

MID SEMESTER
BREAK

BOYS basketball
YR 9/10
Waipapa

NRU OPEN 7'S
Kerikeri

SENIOR BOYS
basketball

Waipapa

BOYS basketball
YR 9/10
Waipapa

TE WIKI O TE REO MAORI

whakapiki ake 
AUT Health Careers

'MASSIVE' 
Theatre Production

GIRLS basketball
YR 9/10
Waipapa

kiwi tag y11-13
Moerewa

ki o rahi
Okaihau College

HEALTH 
EXPO

Rugby 7s U15 
Boys & Girls

Kerikeri

Saturday 31 July
TAIPA SCHOOL BALL

NANO-GIRL Trip

RESTRICTED LICENSE

BEAUTY COURSE - TBC

MATHEX COMPETITION 
Yr 7-10


